
   
Talking Points on the Fortnight for Freedom (June 21 to July 4, 2015) 

• In the statement, Our First, Most Cherished Liberty (April 2012), the USCCB’s Ad Hoc Committee for 
Religious Liberty announced the first Fortnight for Freedom – a call to fourteen days of prayer, 
education, and action for religious freedom in the United States and abroad. 

• The theme of this year’s Fortnight is Freedom to Bear Witness and will focus on how religious 
freedom enables us to bear witness to the truth of the Gospel. 

• The Fortnight for Freedom will again take place from June 21 to July 4.  This two-week period is a 
time when our liturgical calendar celebrates a series of great martyrs who remained faithful in the 
face of persecution by political power, including St. Thomas More and St. John Fisher, St. John the 
Baptist, SS. Peter and Paul, and the First Martyrs of the Church of Rome. 

• In the last three years, we have seen approximately 80% of Catholic dioceses participate in the 
Fortnight for Freedom. 

• We have seen a great diversity of events promoting religious freedom across the country, including 
interfaith prayer services, special Masses and holy hours, rallies, televised town hall meetings, 
conferences, and other public events where speakers highlighted the various threats to religious 
liberty, especially the HHS mandate and efforts to redefine marriage in law.   

• Ecumenical and interfaith participation in 2014 included an open letter organized by the First 
Amendment Partnership entitled Protecting the Religious Freedom Restoration Act of 1993, which was 
signed by several prominent Catholic, Protestant, and Jewish leaders.    

• This year, the Fortnight for Freedom is significant for several reasons: 

o First, we are seeing increasing violent persecution of religious believers in the Middle East, in 
parts of Africa, and elsewhere around the world.  We hope that the Fortnight will lift up the 
sacrifice of so many believers.  It is important that we honor their sacrifice by robustly living 
our faith and by defending the freedom of individuals and Church institutions to bear witness 
to the faith—not only by word and worship, but also in the way we conduct our lives and 
operate our schools, social service agencies, and healthcare institutions. 
 

o Second, the U.S. Supreme Court is expected to rule in late June on same-sex “marriage.”  The 
Court’s decision could have grave implications for religious freedom in our country. 

http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/religious-liberty/our-first-most-cherished-liberty.cfm


o Third, recent political disputes over Religious Freedom Restoration Acts (RFRAs) have led to 
widespread distortion and misunderstanding of the meaning and value of religious freedom.  
Clear and effective teaching on religious freedom, supported by prayer, are especially needed. 

o Fourth, this year marks the 50th Anniversary of the Second Vatican Council’s Declaration on 
Religious Freedom, Dignitatis Humanae. 

• Archbishop William Lori will open the Fortnight with a special Mass on Sunday, June 21 at 10:45 
a.m. ET at the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary in 
Baltimore, MD.  Cardinal Donald Wuerl will close the Fortnight with a special Mass on Saturday, July 
4 at noon ET at the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in Washington, D.C.  
Archbishop Thomas Wenski of the Archdiocese of Miami will be the homilist at the July 4 Mass.  Both 
Masses will be televised nationwide on EWTN. 

• Through prayer, education, and public action during the Fortnight for Freedom: Freedom to Bear 
Witness, we will promote the importance of preserving the essential right of religious freedom, for 
now and the future, for Catholics and for those of all faiths. 


